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INTRODUCTORY NOTICE. 


Srnce the year 1800, Serampore, on the western banks of 
the Hoogly or Calcutta river,* has been known to a number 
of Christian friends in Britain, as the seat of an attempt to 
propagate Christianity in India; and in order that the ac- 
counts here commenced may be more complete, an introduction 
to be afterwards given, will contain a condensed view of these 
twenty-seven years. It will be observed, therefore, that this is 
the first number of a set which may be afterwards bound up, 

| and this is hinted to the reader lest any one should go out of 
print. At present nothing more is necessary than to mark the 
time at which this volume begins. 

In the month of September 1827, the Serampore mission- 
aries commenced a third series of their periodical accounts, 
consisting of from eight to twelve pages monthly, intending 
at the close of each year to give a supplementary number, 

| which should embrace a review of their progress during that 
period, in each department of their exertions. Besides this, 
| they continue to publish the Monthly Friend of India, of 
which the eleventh volume is now issuing from the press. At 
the close of these numbers a variety of particulars, for which 
they could not find a place in the Periodical Accounts, are in- 


* Only that portion of the Ganges that lies in the most direct line from 
Gangoutri and Hundoolee, in the snowy mountains of Himalaya, down to 
Saugur island, is considered holy by the hrahminical Hindoos. Gangoutri, on 
the Bhagirathi river, is frequently mentioned as the source of the Ganges, but 
' still the Dauli, on which Hundoolee is situate, actually penetrates the base of 
the highest ridge. When the Dauliand Bhagirathi unite with the Alacanan- 
da the river acquires the name of the Ganges, and at Hurdwar it has left the 
mountains behind. The Hoogly, therefore, is superstitiously revered as being 
an important branch of the true Ganges, which is worshipped asa goddess. A 
pilgrimage to Gangoutri, (where the river issues into day from under a mound 
of frozen snow, about three hundred feet high, and at the height of more than 
ten thousand feet above the level of the sea,) is supposed to carry the pilgrim 
happily through all the stages of transmigration in a future world, and preserve 
him from many troubles in the present state! I'he water there they esteem so 
pure that they say it will neither evaporate nor become corrupt by being. kept or 
transported! For its medicinal qualities also, the Ganges is most extravagantly _ 
revered, and on this account is‘drunk even by many Mahometans as well as 
Hindoos. In 1792, Abdul Hakeem, the nabob of Shahnoor, near the crest 
coast of India, and above a thousand miles travelling distance, although a Ma- . 
hometan, never drank any thing else ! ~ 
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serted, while the letters of the Missionaries themselves to their 
friends at home furnish additional information. Jn their 
Quarterly Friend of India also, begun in September 1820, 
articles are to be found occasionally which involve the best 
interests of the country. 

From these sources the Periodical Accounts here begun, 
will in general be taken. The arrangement adopted being 
that of simple narrative in chronological order, will admit of 
easy reference at any future period, and the close of each 
volume will be accompanied with an index, and table of 
contents. If it be desirable that the European reader 
should become ‘acquainted with the grace or wisdom be- 
stowed on these Asiatic labourers, as they speak for them- 
selves and utter their own reflections; if it be most satis- 
factory to hear the native heathen, as well as the converts 
from idolatry, express themselves in their own terms, the 
method here adopted will furnish the means, while the review 
of each department at the close of the year will enable the 
reader to keep pace with the course of events, and to retain a 
more distinct impression of the actual progress made. Should 
intelligence at any time be received of an interesting nature, 
it will be immediately communicated ; but as nothing more 
will be published than what appears to be worthy of being pre- 
served from oblivion, as well as necessary to maintain the 
thread of the narrative, it is probable that the reader, thus be- 
coming more intimately acquainted with these distant lands, 
and the work going on there, will take yet a deeper interest 
both in it and them. 

To many, indeed, it may seem to be of small account whether 
Christians who are separated from each other by the distance of 
half the globe, should ever’ feel a mutual sympathy in one great 
and common object. Yet if it be the peculiar glory of the 
Church of Christ, that in all her members, however distant, she 
is but one, it is of high importance that her most distant mem- 
bers should act as one. It is upon such a principle that some of 
our most eminent men, at the close of life, have lamented that 
they had not more improved their personal interest in divine 
things on behalf of the general good. Thus, when Mr. Fuller 
was preaching the funeral sermon of Mr. Sutcliffe of Olney, 
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the Pastor of that church which sent Dr. Carey into the mi- 
nistry, he said, 


« One of the sentences uttered by your deceased Pastor, when draw- 
ing near his end, was, ‘ J wish I had prayed more.’ This was one of 
those weighty sayings which are not unfrequently uttered in view of the 
solemn realities of eternity. This wish has often recurred to me, since 
his departure, as equally applicable to myself, and with it, the resolution 
of President Edwards, ‘ so to live as he would wish he had when he 
came to die.’ In reviewing my own life, I wish I had prayed more than 
I have—for the success of the gospel. I have seen enough to furnish me 
with matter of thankfulness; but had I prayed more, I might have seen 
more. I wish I had prayed more than ] have—for the sulvation of those 
about me, and who are given me in charge. When the father of the lu- 
natic doubted whether Jesus could do any thing for him, he was told 
in answer, that if he could believe, all things were possible to him that 
believeth. On hearing this he burst into tears, saying, ‘ Lord, I believe, 
help thou my unbelief!’ He seems to have understood our Lord as 
suggesting, that if the child was not healed, it would not be owing to any 
want of power in him, but to his own unbelief. This might well cause 
him to weep and exclaim ashe did. The thought of his unbelief causing 
the death of his child was distressing. The same thought has occurred 
to me as applicable to the neglect of the prayer of faith—and were I 
equally concerned for the souls of my connexions, as he was for the life 
of his child, should I not weep with him? I wish I had prayed more 
than I have—for my own soul:'I might then have enjoyed much more 
communion with God. The gospel affords the same ground for spiritual 
enjoyment as it did to the first Christians. I wish I had prayed more 
than I have—in all my undertakings : I might then have had my steps 
more directed by God, and attended with fewer deviations from his 
will. There is no intercourse with God without prayer. Thus itis that 
we walk with God, and have our conversation in heaven.” 

The object, therefore, of these pages is not that of merely 
drawing forth the pecuniary aid of those who read them. This 
were a low and sordid aim, and quite unworthy of the cause 
itself. But should they excite the faith, should they animate 
the hope, and above all, so affect the heart towards the perish- 
ing heathen, as to secure the supplications of the people of 
God, the highest end is gained, and all inferior assistance is 
left with Him, and with his people at such a time. 

The accounts here given from these countries respecting the 
sacred Scriptures and their circulation—the tracts or elemen- 
tary books—and the native schools, can scarcely fail to interest 
the mind. But still, as it is upon Asiatic labourers, properly 
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so called, that the great burden of this work must ultimately 
devolve, when. Christians in Britain see these men, natives of 
India itself going forth, and actively sowing “ the good seed of 
the word”—is it too much to hope that they will be borne in 
remembrance before God by their brethren at home ?* They 
go forth, it is true, not only under divine protection and care, 
but the doctrine they proclaim, which is here laid open with- 
out disguise, is that to which the Saviour has promised his pre- 
sence and blessing; yet in such a course not only do they re- 
quire to cherish a sense of their own insufficiency, but to 
cultivate daily reliance on the promise and the power of God. 


The first Christians make mention of the word of the Lord 
having “ free course,” and of its being “ glorified ;” yet for 
such blessings they knew that God must be implored, and they 
speak as though all might be suspended on the prayers of others, 
and even of those at a distance from the field of action. ““ Bre- 
thren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free 

: course and be glorified even as itis with you.” Such supplica- 
tions indeed not merely form the only help which many, but by 
far the most important and effectual which any can afford. Such 
individuals, though far apart, might render great assistance ; 
and perhaps no intelligence from this country could convey 
to these men more of encouragement than the assurance that 
they and their exertions, however feeble, were remembered at 
a throne of grace by those who are not backward to assist in 
other ways. How much of wealth, nay, how much of labour 

_ may be spent in vain, if not accompanied by the offering up 
of our desires to God! << So then neither is he that planteth 
any thing, neither he that watereth ; but God that giveth the 
increase’—though “he that planteth and he that watercth 
are one: and every man shall receive his own reward accord- 
ing to his own labour.” 


* The reader is to understand that with the exception of Mr. Leonard at 
Dacca, who is a native of Ireland, all the other missionarics at these out-sta- 
tions, from Delhi to Arracan, are men born in India, The father of Mr. 
Johannes was a Greek, others are of English, Scotch or Portuguese extrac- 
tion. The number of European, Asiatic, and native agents, employed is-at 
Present about thirty—a feeble band it is granted when compared with the 
millions among whom they are scattered ; yet He who compared his kingdom 
to alittle Jeaven, or even to a grain of mustard seed, cannot be supposed either 
to despise the day of small things, or to overlook his servants because they are 
few in number. 
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FROM TIE 


SERAMPORE MISSION, 


From Junnary 1827 to January 1828, inclusive. 


No. I. 


European Series. 


Serampore,. 


A Danish Settlement, and by the Danes frequently styled Fredericksnagore, is situated ou the 
western banks of the Hooghily, a branch of the Ganges, fiftecn miles north of Calcutts,..Bar- 
rackpore, which’ occasioually occurs under this head, is a large military village or cantonment 
on the opposite side of the river, to which, beside the military, other Europeans are attracted 
by the salubrity of the air, the convenienee of the river, é&c.. 


1. From. Dr. Carey to.a Friend, 11th September -1827.—« We 
have lately received very pleasing accounts ftom-Akayab in -Arra- 
can, and also from Benares and some other -places, which brother 
Mack will communicate to you, for to him that department belongs.” 

2. From Mr. Mack, of the same date.—<‘ The several stations 
are at present on the whole ina pleasing condition. Our first cir- 
cular letter, which I hope to despatch in a fortnight, will be grati- 
fying I have no doubt. Brother Fink has lately baptized six or, 
seven persons in Arracan, and the church there is breaking forth 
on the right band and on the left. At home. we expect an addi- 
tion of three persons soon from the families'of our brethren.” 

3. From the Periodical Accounts for October 1827.—* On Lord’s- 
day, the 7th October, two women were baptized. These persons 
have both attended the preaching of the gospel at Barrackpore, in, 
the Hindoostanee language, and by that means, it is hoped, have . 
been converted to God. They neither of them .understand Eng-- 
lish. The one was formerly 2 Roman Catholic, and having been 
brought up amongst the military,-had opportunities of hearing the 


| 
| 
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gospel at several places in the Upper Provinces. It was not, how- 
ever, till she came to Barrackpore, and had been regular in her at- 
tendance at the chapel there for some months, that she became 
concerned about her salvation, and felt the suitableness of the g08- 
pel to her case. The other was originally a: Hindoo, and has had 
several opportunities of hearing the gospel. She has been two 
years at Barrackpore, and has regularly attended worship, and 
since that time only, has begun to understand the true import of 
the gospel, and to feel its power.” i 
4. From Mr. Mack, 29th November 1827.—*« Since I last wrote 
to you, we have enjoyed a pleasing measure of the Divine blessing. 
In October we baptized two women, who have been brought to 
the knowledge of the truth by attending the services chiefly by 
brother Buckingham at Barrackpore. In the beginning of the pre- 
sent month, we-baptized Orjoon and his wife, and Bungshee’s 
wife, after receiving very credible evidence of the reality of their “ 
conversion to God. And last Sabbath I had the happiness of bap- ] 
tizing Rhoda, Eesa, and Louisa Mardon, in every one of whom we 
rejoice. The last is now. living-at brother Gordon's, and seems to 
be very lively in the service of God. The whole day was a very 
solemn and delightful one.” e | 
5. From the Supplementary Number or Review of 1827.—*« For 
the nature of the various religious services usually conducted at 
Serampore, we must refer to the Periodical Accounts for 1826. 
There is little variation in our engagements.* 
“ We have still at this station to rejoice that the church receives 
new and interesting accessions. During the-past year eleven per- | 
sons have been. baptized, and. received into~communion with-us. “| 
.' " OnSabbath morning before breakfast, there is Divine worship’ ia the 
*eollege-hall ; immediately after breakfast, ‘the Native sisters meet with Mrs. 
Marshman, and after the Scriptures have. been read, and:catechismaand hymns 
repeated,.one of the missionaries in turn usually comes. in, and closes with an 
address and.prayer.. Atfour p. 21. there is public, worship in-the Mission cha- 
pel; in-the évening, a prayer mecting at one f.the houses of the native breth- 
ren ; and a-sermon and: worship by one of the missionaries in the chapel at 
dhe Christian. village::::This village’ bas lately been established-for the pur- 
pose of promoting ‘the general comfort of our native brethren, and: facilitating 
the communication’ of religious knowledge to them. It consists-of IS. dwelling 
houses, with a small chapel in: the centre, and will, we trust, ‘be’ considerably 
enlarged, as several families are desirous of removing to it from the town, from 
which it is distant but a very short way on an open and elevated spot of ground. 
One‘ of the Native’ préachers resides in it; and conducts worship in the chapel 
- daily, and in many ways secks tlt edification ‘of the people under his chargé: An 
adult school is held:on the.Sabbath, and beside the ‘Worship on that day by one 
or other of the missionaries, there is the samo’ on the-Fuesday arid Saturday 
gvenings. Prayer meetings are likewise held in Serampore three evenings of the 
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One of these was Lieut. Ward, son-in-law of our late beloved col- 
league, Mr. Ward ; another was the daughter, the only surviving 
child, of the late Mr. Mardon ; two others, educated in the famil " 
one of whom (a native of Borneo) was sent by a Malay Prince u 
the late Marquis of Hastings,'and was committed to Mrs. Marsh- 
man’s care by the Marchioness ; two more were a native man and 
his wife, who came to reside in Serampore about six years ago, and 
joining the native brethren, have ever since enjoyed the benefit of 
Christian instruction ; another was the eldest daughter of our late 
excellent brother Bykonta; she has from her in fancy been in- 
structéed'in the things of salvation, -and affords a pleasing instatice 
of the benefit ‘to-be expected -from ‘such a course of tuition. The 
remaining four: were women from Barrackpore, either originally ” 
natives, though taken out of their native connexions, or'in the ‘very 
slightest degree differing from natives,—three-of these-have, in the’ 
course of: divine providencé, been removed to other stations since 
they were baptized.” 


— - Bum-Bum. 
A military village, a few miles north-west from Calcutta—the head quarters of the Bengal 
artillery. ‘ 
Native Preacwer.—Soobhroo. 


From the Periodical Accounts—Review of 1827.—* The.church 
at-Dum-Dum (under.the pastoral care of this native, a Telinga 
Brahmun, who was baptized in 1819) has been somewhat increased 
during .the past year, partly by baptism, and partly by. additions 

from other stations. Three women were baptized last Jaly, and 
one European soldier has been baptized since that time. . Six of 
the members have been removed to the Upper Pravinces: but the 
number in.communion is, notwithstanding, twenty-two: of whom 
five are Europeans. There are also three pious soldiers of different 
religious denominations, whom our friends at Dum-Dum admit to 
occasional communion with them. : 
week, and there is a sermon every. Thyraday evening in the mission: chapel: 
These various services, together with those in English, (viz. at nine on Sabbath 
mofning in the Danish church.; .at eleven, and at half past seven in the Mis. 
sion chapel) occupy a great part of our time and.attention, but do not prevent 
others—the native brethren, repairing with one or other of the missionaries 
to the bazaar or surrounding villages on Sabbath afternoon. Further, on the 
festivals of Juggernaut’h, several entire days are devoted to the distribution 
of the-word of life, by preaching, and by tracts or portions of Scriptures. At 
Barrackpore, on the opposite hank of the. river, worship in English and Hin- 
| doosthanee is conducted at present by Mr, Joshua. Rowe and Mr. J. Smith. 
: § 
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the Lord will do some good in this place, for many come to hear 
the word of God preached, both men and women.” Periodical Ac- 
counts for October, 1827- 


3. From the samé, 1st Nov. 1827. <“ If the Lord ‘should’ spare‘ 
me I intend going out, and making a tour from this to Agra, Min-: 
poorie, Coel, Meerut, Sirdhanah where‘the Begum is, and thence’ 
to Kurnaul, (67 miles north-west of Delhi, or about 220 miles from 
Muttra) and return home, which will take me the whole of the 
cold weather. Whatever particulars may happen I shall let you 
know on my return, please God. All the brethren join me in af- 
fectionate love to yourself and all the brethren at Serampore. Pray 


for me, my dear brother, that I may meet with every success in my 
journey.” nas 


Delhi. 

OF Dilli, the ancient capital:of' the: Great Mogul, and still nominally an itnperial city under its : 
own emperor, lies above 960 miles distant from Serampore,.to the-north-west. In thercign of 
Aurengzebe, the population was loosely estimated at two millions, and the ruins of old Delhi 
even now cover the plain’ for-ncarly cight miles to the south—a strikibg scene of desolation, 
though some of:the gates and mosques of this ancient place aretolerably entire. The present 
city is built on two rocky eminences, surrounded on three sides by a stone wall of thirty feet 
in height, with the stream of the river Jumna.on the east. Besides Hindoo temples, there are 


‘ above forty Mahometan mosques in it. No regular census of the inhabitants has ever becn 
taken, but they are estimated at above two hundred thousand. = =~ 2 i 


Misstonary.—Mr. J. T. T: hompson. zs 
Natives Preaceer.—Sookha Misr. - 


1. From the Periodical Accounts—Review of 1827.—“ Duringa 
considerable part of the year, Mr. Thompson was absent from 
Delhi. He came down as far as Monghyr, to meet a boat-load of 
scriptures and tracts, partly intended for distribution in the regular 
course, of his labours, partly for supplying the wants of the other 
‘stations, and partly for immediate use during his journey. The 
journey afforded, very many opportunities of diffusing the, know- 
ledge of salvation, both by preaching, and by the dispersion of 
books ; and Mr. Thompson was in his element in embracing them. 
Extracts of his journals, containing notices of many interesting in- 
cidents which occurred to him, were published in the Friend of — : 
India for May, last: and our dimits will not allow of our recapitu- 
lating them here.” mn age gh 


'* The incidents of this journey, bearing with much, force ‘on. the importance = |j 
of distributing something in print along with the preaching of the gospel, will 
Hy be found under the head of ‘ Tracts. and Books.” We 
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«From the .middle of June to nearly the end of October, Mr. 
Thompson-continued at. home. He was then employed, chiefly in 
composing tracts, writing a Hindoostanee commentary on’ Mat-’ 
thew’s gospel, revising other works, conversing with people at home 
and abroad,. distributing books and tracts, and conducting divine 
worship at his own house and in the cantonments. About the close 
of October, he attended the annual assembly at.Gurh-mookhtesh- 
wur, and.derived much encouragement from his reception amongst 
the people. Since his return, he has been engaged in composing 
a tract, containing the prophecies respecting the spread of the gos- 
pel, and the universal obedience of the Gentiles to the faith. The 
necessity of having such a tract was suggested to him by his con- 
versations with the people, at the assembly. 

<«¢ Ram-churun, the pundit, who was baptized some years ago, 
but afterwards declined from the ways of God, and was excluded 
from the church, has lately appeared to be again drawn to his 
Christian friends, and to have been brought to the exercise of a 
right spirit. One evening, about three months ago, he unexpect~ 
edly called, and, without speaking a word to any one, he uncovered 
his head, and, kneeling down, prayed most suitably to his circum- 
stances ; and, dwelling on the wonders of redemption, he expressed 
himself in the most lively and affecting manner respecting the love 
of God’ in giving his Son for a lost world,.the humiliations of the 
Son of God, and the reproach at present attending the gospel. He 
has returned several times since ; and there is every reason to hope, 
that the church will, ere long, be able to receive him back with re- 
joicing. Mohun-Sing, another excluded member, is desirous of 
restoration to communion; but our friends are not yet satisfied as 
to the propriety of acceding to, his request. 

“There are two inquirérs of whom Mr. Thompson has: good 
hopes. One, is Nuttoo, a blacksmith, who has for a long time 
given great attention to the things of salvation. The other is a 
poor Kubeer-punthee named Galab-das, who formerly made con- « 
siderable progress in his inquiries after salvation, but was prevent. 

“ed from prosecuting them by the loss of his reason. He has mer- 
cifully been restored, and has renewed his visits for instruction.” 


2. From Mr. Thompson, 6th Nov. 1827.—“1 am just returned 
home fromthe mela at Gurh-mookhteshwur, (or Gurmacktisher, 
above fifty miles east of Delhi on the banks of the Ganges) where, 
from the largeness of the assembly, the central situation occupied, 
and other circumstances, I had, without exaggeration, a most en- 
couraging ‘season of labour among.the anxious multitudes, ‘who, 


OO 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


4a, PERIODICAL -AcGouNTs. 


often’ prevelited that wiiniite inquit'y dn-theit pait into the things 
of the gospél' which Iliad iidficed with pleasiire at ‘other times, but 


the! honest hearer, or the bigoted supporter ofa system.” Perid- 
Eibil Actounds for Nov 1889.0" 0 we hy 
' 3! Extract from: Mi: Thompson's Journal as:to this: Visiticx A 
‘brahiiun dbjectéd, that'the shusters rendre untibcestary atty- other 
- way Of salvation: ° -1 tebiied, ‘that the-bhasters had: failed ages ‘ago 
to‘yield ‘satisfaction ‘te theit followerd; even ‘dt Kashee; where Kiu- 
veer! Had-violdted thaiz-witcient wsagesp und direetedvan anxibila 
‘people, tired of the thick darkness, to'a new: way ;-in: the Punjab, 
Nati ‘had’ done thé’ saute :"aind> in: the ‘south-west; Dadoo: had 
- made‘ the: bréach wider: Thése ‘nen ‘arid ‘their numerous followers, 
" Disaid; liad ‘acted like pérsons,- ‘who; being forcibly kept in. dark- 
ness, had’ used-every: tibthiod in’ theimpower t6 obtain some -glim- 
mnletings'bf light:-The'day of salvation was now ‘daWwnitig’ on these 
lands « the: gospel; Jiké the stin, vals dispelling the darkness of the 
4 
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mind::—Here;-'a, brahmun interrupting, said, the religion of the 
Shasters.was.the sun.:..1 replied, Judge now how ,the simile jax- 
swers.: During ,darkmess: various methods are used, to obtain light ; 
soinethave wax; others tallow, candles,. some -have mustard,, others 
eoeoa-nut.oil, ‘ghee, ‘&c: Se, ;/ In the, day time; the sumalone shies. 
So; im-ithé, times of-ignorance.,each, country, like every separate 
house, hadits own light ;‘ some after, one manner; some after, ano- 
ther.\i, But now. that the gospel is beginning to:shine, the lustre of 
human;inventions is giving way, and will finally disappear ::if your 


ont books might be given him; and.a few of his pupils folliwed 
hig example. “One night I received a visit from three Hindoos, ! ; 
Ayho-hith'steaiane and taken \tractsincformer:years, and-found no = \ | 
opportunity: to, converse with, me; amidst the, crowds’ through: the 


day. = Weshad ‘some ‘interesting, conversation, which was conclided 
|” _wilthosptayex, snehen s they all uncovered; their, beads-and: knelt. 
| ethihese: Tue ANE ae Bae bunks Pas ! 
dhfonéIconviction,that,che Lord Jesbs :was;.the,on'y saviour, 8h | 
SN at jn; time draw; the. hearts;,of (all. tanks to hinisetf._ ‘aeat) 
Jweadeavoured ,to shdwithem, that ‘However the people jof' this 
“donhtry werd divided:into castes, and ‘had wandered like sheep into 
"  stitaige foldgttbe Lord. Jesus, Christ ‘yéuld: assnredly.. cause them 
“todiear, atid: distinguish and acknowledge shig yroice, /as sthat of the 
Shepherd o£ theit souls;.qnd thas bring them out of every.inchosure 
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into which they have been decoyed, and fix them in his gospel 
fold, to their joy and his praise. : 

«¢ Much more occurred in the way of conversations, objections, 
favourable indications, &c. &c. of which I have taken no memo- 
randa. Curiosity, of course, must be allowed to prompt the. first 
attendance, or first reception of our books, in most cases ; but per- 
severing attendance, inquiry and discussion, show an interest taken 
in the subsequently understood gospel which inspires hope, and. 
calls for thankfulness; while it is our duty to labour, watch, and 
wait for greater results, and the more perfect operation of his word, 
who hath promised through the preaching of the doctrine of the 
cross to “ draw all men unto himself,” and “ through the foolish- 
ness of preaching to save them that believe.” 


_ 4, In the spring Mr. T. travels to the annual assembly at 
Hurdwar; in November to that at Goormacktishwer. Thus he 
has .enjoyed opportunities of distributing portions of the divine 
word in the Vikaneer language, to the west of Delhi; in the 
Marmar and the Goozeralee to the S. S. west ; in the Nepalee, to 
the Goorkhas, on the east north east; in the Punjabee, onthe 
north-west; in the Pushtoo, to the Patans and Afghan horse 
merchants, still farther ; and in the language of Cashmere, to the 
north of Delhi. Farther accounts from him will be found in a 
following page, under the head “ Tracts and Books.” , 


From’ the Monthly Friend of India for ‘March 1827.—* Every 
Missionary Society professes to set out in its career, upon the au- 
thority of the permanent command to the adlierénts of the Son. of. 
God ; “Go ye, and teach all nations.” “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature” —that command which. 
was enforced by the assurances, “ All power is given unto me in, 
heaven and in earth ;” and, “ Lo, I am with you ‘alway, even unto, 
the end of the world.” But if any Society direct its Missionaries, 
to avoid the plain, simple, and commanding mode of spreading the 
gospel, which its Divine Author enjoined, and on the contrary to, 
occupy themselves in every sort of indirect way of producing a 
weak impression in favour of the gospel ; we conceive that they be-. 
tray an unworthy distrust of both the power and wisdom of their Lord, 
and a very halting dependence upon his promises : and if His bless- 
ing be necessary to success, they do not seem to be in the best. 
way of. obtaining it. We are aware, that schools may be so zea-_ 
lously and laboriously taught and superintended, that those who, 
are.engaged in them show, that they are actuated, in the. choice 
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of their mode of operation, by no consideration of personal fatigue. 
But it is impossible also not to be aware, that it is pleasing to hu- 
man féeling to keep aloof from all contact with those, who, when 
we attempt to instruct them, are at perfect liberty to cayil at our 
doctrines, impugn our motives, and insult our persons. It is tempt- 
ing to us, to teach the gospel to groups of youth, who have not the 
wit, or the impertinence, or the liberty to object and revile. Our 
Divine Redeemer could expose himself continually to the brutal 
sarcasms, “‘ Say we not well, thou art a Samaritan and hast a 
devil?” «He hath a devil and is mad, why hear ye him?” He 
could bear even to be spit upon, and to have stones taken up to 
stone him, and no blush of conscious degradation crimson his cheek: 
He was borne above all by the sublimity of his purpose, and the 
intensity of his benevolence. But as for us, we need none to preach 
to us, “‘ save yourselves ;” or to insinuate that the sneers of the 
profane, and the ribaldry of the licentious throw dishonour upon 
us, and our preaching—upon our God, and his salvation. Weare 
too ready to believe it, and to count that reproach and offence of 
the cross a dishunour, which the apostles counted their glory. We 
would therefore implore our brethren and companions in this holy 
work, to listen to none of those faint-hearted, half-believing coun- 
sellors, who would persuade them to abstain from discharging the 
diréct functions of their high office. The advice can be dictated only 
by cowardice, or something worse ; and regard to it will be pleasant 
only to the enemies of the truth, for it will nullify missions, and 
secure the continuance of things as they would have them be. 

« Weare sincere, however, in the regard which we have profess- 
ed for schools. We think the temporal benefit to be derived from 
them is so great as to justify any person, missionary or not, in 
conducting them. The pleasure (lerived from the possession of 
knowledge, is a dignified and pure enjoyment, which every phi- 
lanthropist may feel happy in communicating to others. And the 
bénefits of schools, in which just principles are taught, to society, 
are great indeed. The superior tone of integrity, the diffusion of 
bénevolent feeling, the happy breaking down of long established 
prejudices, the application of sound reason to religion, the advan- 
tageous application of talent to the affairs of life, and countless 
other beneficial results of schools, will-readily be suggested by the 
experience and observation of all. And it is not to be supposed, 
that because schools are inoperative as it regards direct conversion, 
they are therefore totally unconnected with it. Far from it. Schools 
will to a certainty destroy idolatry ; and are doing it very fast. In 
so far, they will clear the way for the introduction of the gospel. 
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They will train the mind to that sort of reflection, and to that ca- 
pacity for appreciating the evidences of the gospel, which’ will be 
exceedingly helping, when those who have been taught have it 
preached to them. Oltr desire therefore is that schools be every 
where multiplied, that as much as possible of Christian instruction 
be imparted in them—but that missionaries be fettered as little as 
possible by attention to them, others being chosen for this inferior 
office, and they left to the full discharge of their much more exalt. 
ed calling—ihe preaching of the everlasting Gospel.” 

From the Periodical Accounts for December 1827.—Towards 
the close of the year a letter'was addressed to the Missionaries oc- 
cupying the stations connected with the Serampore Brethren, in 
which they say: “ It is only by continuing, and if possible extend. 
ing our labours upon the same plan which has hitherto been. pur- 
sued, that we can expect the continuance of that lively interest 
which they have excited. A few trivial alterations in the mode of 
laying our intelligence before our Christian friends will be all we 
shall attempt. The circular letter in another form (entitled. Pe- 
riodical Accounts of the Serampore Mission) will be received.and 
sent monthly to England. But, dear brethren, we feel, and we 
trust you will feel, that our circumstances urgedly require the full 
exercise of Christian principle both in you andinus. We'can do 
nothing but in so far as we please God: and to please him we must 
with watchfulness and prayer attend to our motives, our: objects, 
our feelings, and our conduct. Let us address ourselves to our 
work, and continue in it, as though none but ‘God saw us. “Let us 
warn every sinner of his danger, that his soul may be saved-; and 
instruct every disciple in meekness and love, thut he may perse- 
vere unto the end and-obtain the.crown of life; remembering, that 
if we fail to do so, and they perish through our’ neglect, their life 
will be required at our hand. * Let the terror of.-the Lord quicken 
us, and his love constrain us. Let us ever count’ it a light matter 
to be judged of man’s judgment, and labour to‘be’accepted of Him 
who is qur Master. Pursuing ‘such a course we may cheerfully ex- 
pect the Divine blessing, and the affectionate approbation of all 
true Christians: and we wish not that ‘we should enjoy their ap- 
probation in any other course. We commend both you and our- 
selves and our united Jabours in the’cause of our Redeemer to the 
gracious care of God the only wise, to whom be glory through 
Jesus Christ for ever.” —Ever most affectionately, &c. ° 
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A Memoir of ‘these translations, in. addition to those which 
have been submitted to the public, may appear in the.next num- 
ber of these Accounts. . In the meanwhile the following: extracts 
froma. statement drawn up in 1827, will enable the reader to judge \ 
of the importance of:the subject as it respects India and the East. 
<« ‘That the volume of revelation given to mankind belongs to the 
whole.world, will be doubted by few in Britain. The depravity 
and:misery of man being the same in all lands, the remedy. con- 
tained in the sacred volume must. equally belong to all mankind. i 
Its.communication to the rest of mankind, however, is necessarily 
entrusted to those. who have, plready. received. the precious boon, 
and should they, through neglect or inattention, withhold it from 
them, their.guilt must be.great.. On them is, ina measure, charge- 
-able the destruction of those who perish in their sins for lack of the 
word: of life. ' From this guilt. the-Christian world is not wholly 
free, since, in the nineteenth century of the Christian era, the 
volume of. divine revelation has been communicated to scarcely 
a third part of the nations of the earth. It is acknowledged, that 
of-the-hundred and sixty millions, which Europe is allowed to con- 
tain,; the sixty millions who are. Protestants have, in general, the 
Scriptures translated into their respective languages ; and that this 
ig the case with nearly the whole of the thirty millions belonging 
to the Greek church. Among the seventy millions of Roman Ca- 
tholics in: Europe:also, if it contain. so many, nearly every. nation 
has the Scriptures.,translated: into its vernacular tongue, would 
their spiritual-guides.permit their free circulation. Of the thirty 
millions -in America, those.in-the northern part, have the Sacred 
Scriptures, in rich abundance ; but if they are in the languages cur- Sel 
rent in; South.America,. they remain yet to be. circulated among 
them ;, and of:the forty millions found in Africa, scarcely ten mil- 
lions.can:be said to have.the Scriptures. Thus, in Europe, Africa, 
and America, ‘scarcely two hundred millions can be said to have 

the: Scriptures given ‘in their vernacular tongues, while the free 

circulation of them extends to.scarcely half that number. 
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«< But when we turn our attention to Asia, we perceive such a 
multitude of our race are yet without the Scriptures in full circula- 
tion, as may justly fill us with astonishment. It is possible that 
the population of Asia has-been. overrated, particularly that of 
China. But if we estimate its population at four hundred and fifty 
millions, and allow the fifty millions to Arabia and Persia, Turkey 
and Russian and Chinese Tartary, we shall still leave four hun- 
dred millions for Eastern Asia—perhaps the greater part of. the 
family of man ; and among nearly the whole of these the Sacred 
Scriptures remain yet to be circulated. ; 

“ This part seems to have attracted too little of the attention of 
Christians in the British Islands, While the Roman Catholics in 
Germany, and other parts of Europe, whose spiritual guides al- 
most wholly prohibit the circulation of the Scriptures among them, 

have so powerfully occupied their minds, Eastern Asia, which con- 
tains the greater: part of mankind, has been almost overlooked, al- 
though Divine Providence has already thrown open so great a part 
-of it to the free circulation of the Scriptures. They have not duly 
weighed the leadings of Divine Providence, in suffering to fall in- 
to dissolution the vast empire held,so long by the house of Timur, 
and committing to the guardian care of Britain that country, from 
-whose system of superstition, and the books it holds sacred, those 
streams of delusion have proceeded forth, that have deluged the 
nations on the west, the north, and the east. Nor has it struck 
them with sufficient force, that were Hindoosthan filled with the 
Sacred Scriptures, she might, in the same manner, send forth to 
the surrounding nations the streams of everlasting life. Were this 
“duly weighed, might they not hear the voice of Divine Providence 
evidently calling them to fill India with the Sacred Scriptures with 
‘the least possible delay ? 
- © Of the readiness with which the natives of the East receive 
‘the Scriptures, the complete exhaustion of the Sungskrit, the Hin- 
dee, the Mahratta, and the Orissa versions, and of five editions in 
the Bengalee language, furnishes sufficient testimony. The en- 
deavours used for so many ages to keep them in perfect ignorance 
have not always prevented their asserting their right to examine 
things for themselves, nor, in some. instances, their throwing. off 
‘their Brahmanic yoke. Of this the nation of the Shiks affords 
proof. These, although they had not sufficient light wholly to re- 
ject the Hindoo system of idolatry, successfully resisted the claims 
‘of the Bralimans, and rejected the doctrine of caste. Fhe friends 
‘of réligion will be pleased to hear that this independent nation:has 
_manifested so much desire for the Word of God, as nearly to-ex- 
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haust the edition of the New Testament printed in their language 
some years ago ; and an earnest request has been made by the mis- 
sionary: Thompson residing at Delhi, who has been frequently 
among them, that a second might be put to press for their sakes, 

| If we proceed from the Shiks through Hindoosthan down to Ben- 
gal, proofs of the readiness expressed by the natives to receive the 
| Scriptures will increase upon us. At Hurdwar, one of the chief 
| places held sacred by the Hindoos, of those who annually assemble ; 
| there from the various provinces of India, many have been earnest- 
ly desirous of receiving the Scriptures ; and copies of the New Tes- 
| tament obtained at these assemblies have been afterwards found in 
different parts of this country, preserved with the greatest care. 
The instances in which natives of the different Hindoo sects have 
carefully read them, have not been few. Some of these have after- 
wards come to the missionary Thompson, who is in the habit of 
regularly visiting these assemblies, and have returned to their own 
homes the subjects of great searchings of heart. Allahabad forms 
| another of those places held sacred by the Hindoos, to which they 
resort.from all the adjacent provinces. It is said, that sometimes 
| a million of persons visit this place in the course of a year. This 
affords another opportunity for circulating the Scriptures in various 
languages, which has been the chief work of the missionary, brother 
Mackintosh; for the last ten or twelve years. -This dissemination 
of them, also, elicits inquiry from year to year, and the desire for 
them is evidently increasing. Another of these sacred places is 
Benares and its environs. Such is the idea entertained of this place 
| by the Hindoos, that many of the rich among them, even in Cal- 
i cutta, when in the decline of life, settle their temporal affairs, and 
} take up their abode in or near Benares, from an idea‘of the merit 
| of a superstitious nature associated with dying there. -Hither, also, 
multitudes continually resort from various parts of India ; and here 
| 

{ 

| 

i 

| 


the missionary Smith has been stationed more than ten years, with 
a view to distributing and explaining the Scriptures. In this pe- 
. riod his labours have not been without actual fruit. While many 
who have received the sacred volume have concealed within their 
own bosoms the feelings excited by its perusal, others, and among 
them several Brahmans, have been so deeply impressed with the 
traths they contain, that they have renounced idolatry, given up 
casté, and made a public profession of Christianity. < 
In Bengal, as it has been more immediately the scene of mis~ 
sionary labours, the Scriptures have been more fully‘circulated, 
and have produced much. more fruit. While the edition’ of the 
New Testament now in the press is the, sixth, the last:has been, so 
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eritirely exhaustéd-that scarcely a single copy remains for distribu- 
tion.’ Yet are-they- continually sought at: the- missionary: stations 
in various parts of'the couritry; as well as in the metropolis and its | 
vicinity: Instances often occur which evince the desire the natives 
Have for the Scriptures, ‘and the respect in which they-holdthem; - | 
among which it may not be improper to mention one which: lately 
came'to our knowledge, trifling as it is in itself. A rich native,:in 
the district of Mymunsing, wishing for'a copy of the New Testa- 
ment, applied to a friend who lived near:him, who happened, how- 

éver, to haveonly a copy of the Gospels. Understanding that he | 
could not easily part with that, this rich native employed copyists 
to make’a fair copy of the book, which he has preserved with ‘the 
greatest care. : y : 

“Numerous ‘instances: have‘been already published in which -the , 

sacred volume has been the means of enlightening the mind and a 
converting the soul of the stubborn idolater, which it would beim- 
proper to repeat here. Testimonies: of -its power on: the- native 
mind have been given by various friends of religion who have re- 
sided‘in India, and -among the“rest by those -excellent- men -the 

Rev: Archdeacon Corrie#-andthe-Rev. T. Thomason. Inshort,-the 
impression “which many years’ acqudintance with the state of things ext 
there has left on the mind ‘is, that there is-opening- to Britain, in 
Hindoosthan -and~Eastern Asia; a far wider field-for circulating 

the Sacred Scriptures than is‘now presented by’ Europe itself. «In 

proof of this, two or three remarks may not be irrelevant. -° 

Se Jst."Phroughout' India; Hindoosthan, and the ‘adjacent: pro- 
vinces, (we ‘might say'countries;) there: is no interdiction of the 4 


. © 4¢ About twenty years ago,” he'has:said ‘Jately, ‘when I was stationed 
at Chunar, a natiye Roman: Catholic. used to:visit me for religious instrug- 
tion. There was not at that,time any.translation.of the Scriptures to be put 
into his hands; I therefore selected some of. the most important . passages of 
the Bible; and according to the best of my ability, dictated a translation, of 
them—very imperfect, it is ue, to the poor man who wrote it on a number 
of pieces of loose paper. “I'soon lost sight ‘of him, and heard nothing of-him ; 
for many years ;" but have been lately informed by the Rev. Mr. Witkinsoiiof ; 
Gorruckpore, that a short time’ ago he had ‘been called to visit this sameaman 
*whéninpon his death bed. On entering. into conversation with-him, hae.was 
surprised by the extent of his acquaintance in Scriptural religion, and the pro- 
priety of the feclings he expressed in reference to the solemn gituation in which 
he.was then placed. He asked an.explanation ; when the poor man -produced : 
the loose slips af paper, on which he had written my translations, On these it - 


1 
appeared that ‘his soul had fed through life; and through them he died such a | 
déaththat Mr. "W, entertained no doubt of his having passed into glory. — \ 
From the Fricny: of: India, for January, 182%. p..43. + UH ois 2 
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Sacred Scriptures. The spirit of forbidding the perusal and exa- 

mination of the Scriptures, which has unhappily pervaded so great 

a part of Europe for so long a time, has never reached India. It 

seems to have been peculiar to the man of sin, and to have proceed- 

ed wholly from the fear of exposure. No fear of this kind has 

seized the supporters of the Hindoo system of idolatry. They were 

long ignorant of the existence of a divine revelation, capable of dis- 

pelling the darkness in which their system has involved India ; 

and now the book of revelation is brought to their knowledge, they 

do not possess the power to oppose its progress and suppress its 

circulation, were their inclination ever so strong. We have not 

heard, however, of any attempt made by the Brahmans, in any 

single town or village, to prohibit the circulation of the sacred 

| volume.' On the contrary, if the proportion they bear to the great 

mass of the population be considered, pethaps as great a number 

| of the Brahmans themselves will be found to be in the habit of 

| perusing it as of any other class of society; and the number of 

Brahmans who have made an open profession of Christianity since 

it has-been in circulation, sufficiently shows that they have not.all 

read it in vain. Nor is it in the power-of the various rajahs, or 

petty sovereigns, among the Hindoos, to impede the progress of the 

Scriptures. . Instead of expressing any desire of this kind, how~ 

ever, the chief men among the natives often receive copies of the 
sacred.volume with strong expressions of respect. 

«9d, Among the natives of India, when their minds are awake 

to the importance of the object, there is-a strong spirit of inquiry. 

There have been no fewer than six philosophical schools found 

amongst the Hindoos, chiefly through their inquiries into the nature 

ofthe Divine Being, of which three are theistic, as maintaining 

the existence of a Supreme Being, and three athcistic, as maintain- 

ing that the soul of man is-merely part of the great mass of spirit 

which animates matter and pervades the universe. Of this spirit 

of inquiry the Hindoos are by no means destitute at the present 

day. Although they have been without that light which alone can, 

guide their feet into the way of peace, they have had much of dis- 

cussion existing among them respecting their own religion for the 

last: two centuries. Of this the Shiks, already mentioned, furnish 

oné instance. These; under the guidance-of Nanuka, who is said 

to have lived two hundred years ago, while they retained much of 

the Hindoo idolatry, rejected the doctrine of caste, and emanci- 

pated themselves from the yoke of Brahmanism. Their readiness 

to receive the Scriptures, which has been already mentioned, 

shows, also, that the spirit of inquiry in. them is not extinct, and 
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affords a ray of hope that some of them may hereafter be made 
wise uuto salvation. The same spirit of inquiry has produced va- 
rious sects among the Hindoos themselves ; and often, at the pre- 
sent.day, men are to be found among them who, after spending 
years in inquiry, sit down in despondency, having lost all hope of 
finding that purity of precepts and morals among their own coun- 
trymen, which a something within tells them ought to be found in 
that religion which is from God. Such was the aged Petumber, 
who, after wandering many years, searching in vain for the true 
religion, about twenty-five yeurs ago joyfully welcomed the word 
of life, openly embraced Christianity, and to his death, which hap- 
pened a few years afterwards, adorned it by a holy life and cun- 
versation. : 

3d. The Hindoos are not precisely in the state of those nations 
who have heard nothing ofa revelation from heaven. They have - 
hitherto been deceived by something which pretended to this high 
character, nor have they found any relief in the Koran of their 
Mahometan rulers. These, however, have familiarised them with 
the idea that a divine revelation is in its own nature possible, and 
that one may yet be found worthy of the name. Hence, when the 
Sacred Scriptures are presented to them under this character, they 
are seldom treated with contempt. On: the contrary, they are re- 
garded as a sacred book, and often read with deep attention. This 
is evident from the number of persons, among the most respectable 
in point of caste, who, since the first edition of the New Testa- 
ment in Bengalee was published, twenty-six years ago, have openly 
renounced idolatry and embraced the Gospel. Still greater hope 
lies before us, however, as the Scriptures may be more generally 
read. As the desire for reading shall extend, which has increased 
among the natives in Bengal within the last ten years‘more than 
in the preceding century, the desire for the Sacred Scriptures may 
be expected to increase at least in equal-proportion. 

4th. A season of knowledge seems evidently dawning upon Bri- . 
tish India, if not on the whole of Eastern Asia. ‘The various 
means of knowledge given by Providence to Bengul within the last 
twenty-five years, are extending themselves to different parts-of 
Hindoosthan. The natives have begun to read in a degreé néver 
known in India before since it became a nation... This naturally 
leads them to compare their own system of religion and morals 
with that contained in the Sacred Scriptures, aud the superior ex- 
cellence of the latter is confessed by many why have.not the forti- 
tude. openly .to renounce caste and embrace Christianity. Still, 
these discourse with their neighbours on the subject without-con-. 
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cealing at all.times their dislike of their own system, and their ad- 
miration of that revealed in the Sacred Scriptures. This creates 
in others a desire to peruse the sacred volume for themselves. The 
progress of 2 spirit of this nature is almost as certain as. the. pro- 
gress of the morning light after the day has begun to dawn; and 

it is not, perhaps, too much to repeat, that it will gradually spread 
not only throughout Hindonsthan, but in due time. find its way 
into those countries around it, which so many ages ago drank of the 
steams of delusion and death, that, originating in the books held 
sacred by the Hindoos, have. now overspread the whole of Eastern 
Asia. 

Should it be objected that the Chinese empire is now closed 
against the Scriptures, it may be replied, that while this. will dis- 
courage no one who believes that “« there is no wisdom, nor device, 

| nor counsel,: against the Lord,” who hath given his word to men, 
| there are sufficient indications already in the state of things con- 
nected with the Chinese empire, that no steps of its government 
can always exclude the Scriptures. from China. The Chinese are 
constantly emigrating to.the islands of the Indian Archipelago, and 
- even to Bengal, in pursuit of wealth. It-has been supposed that 
the number thus found out of their own country cannot be greatly 
short of a million. Numbers of these, however,.return to their 
own land after they.have obtained a certain portion of wealth, who 
are replaced by others, emigrating under:the influence of the same 
principle. In this constant~Hux and reflux of the: inhabitants of 
China, it is easy to see that, should the God of Mercy enable any 
among them to-receive his Word as their only hope of salvation, a 
- way for the. entrance of the Scriptures into that country will be 
opened, notwithstanding all the public edicts which may forbid 
their introduction. Indeed, these edicts, in some cases, become 
almost.a dead letter. It is said that the return of those Chinese 
who may have emigrated from their own country is forbidden by 
. the Chinese laws: yet this prevents neither the existence nor the 
increase of this flux and reflux.of natives from China. The at- 
-tempts of kings and governors to prevent the entrance of God’s 
word into any country will indeed weigh but little with those who 
-reflect that the hearts of all are in the hands of Him who hath 
Said, «{ My word shall not return unto me void ; but it shall ac- 
-complish that which I please, and prosper in that whereto I sent 
it.”. If he has been pleased to create means for translating the 
sacred Scriptures into the language of this people, and to prolong 
. the lives of those engaged in the work until two versions have been 
‘made, independently of each other, Ree through the operation of 
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Chiistian wisdom, may gradually imiprove‘edch other until they in 
reality become’ one,—we inay ‘assuré’ ouirselves-that he-has designs 
of mercy towards: this vast empire: whick- all ‘the devices -of -men_ 
shill‘neither frustrate nor ‘retard. “In-the‘meantime, among: those 
Chinese “which ‘thus emigrate from theit own country,'a field: is 
already-opénéd:sufiicient to employ a largé portion of the energiés:- 
ofthe Christian public. If this number be estimated at. eight ” 
hundred thousand, and one in ten of these be supposed - capable of 
reading, 80,000 copies of the New Testament would be required to: 
supply the wants of these alone ; and before Christian benevolence. 
shall have furnished these, Providence may open a way- for the. 
Scriptiires into China even through the Burman territories... - , 

« In British India,-however, we find a field already opened for” 
the Holy’ Scriptures,-capable of employing ‘the utmost exertions 
made’ by Christian benevolence; and -which, ‘while -it is prepared 
for’ immediate’ ‘cultivation, will “yepay~it-in -a high. degree.- “Bor: 
thege dxertions the decaying’ state'of their ‘aricient. idolatrous ‘sys: 
tem, and the strong desire for- knowledge increasingly “evinced “by~ 
the Hindoos, call‘in the loudest manner.’ «It is a pleasing fact; that 
they never think the worse of a man, ‘either: in. public “or private’ 
life;for'loving ‘the’ Sctiptures-and being a Christian:; “indeed; even 
in'the metropolis of India, which'is;‘of course,*the seat: 6fxwealth 
arid faakeamong ‘thei; ‘the posséssion: of true: religion “has ‘never: 
suivk: the'chiiracter of a single European’ in -their estimation.“ “On 
the coritraty; such as have most conscientiously ‘regarded-the Sab-" 
bath, the worship, anid the word of God,'!have-been those for: whom 
thé natives have'felt the highest esteem, and ‘in “~whom: they shave 
reposéd the greatest’ confidence. "All thatthe natives‘désire isthe 
well-founded assurance ‘that they shall” never:‘be~ compelled  to-be> 
lieve what they-are ‘not previously: corivinced: is' trae;nor in any* 

, way to profess a religion which “they: donot sconckive-to beright:” 
This assurance they now’fully enjoy; and the coriséquence'is;"‘that | 


wniGhireet 


he'sHould reside in the midst‘ of a°forest. Nor do the Brahmans 
forni-a-hierarchy, ascending in vegular succession cuntilit terminate 
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in a supreme head, like the Romish hierarchy in Europe. Nothing 
can discover less of connection than do the Brahmans throughout the 
whole country. ‘The idols themselves do not form a centre of 
union, even on the principle of profit. Many of them are private 
property, confined to one, or at least a few Brahmans in the neigh- 
bourhood, who divide among themselves all the gains arising from 
the offerings from time to time made to the idol. Hence, other 
Brahmans feel little or no interest in upholding these idols, or re- 
gret should they fall into disrepute. Instead of being a compact 
and well-regulated body, therefore, they are a mere rope of sand, 
This is favourable to the introduction of the Scriptures, which, 
as already hinted, are as often read by the Brahmans, considering 
the smallness of their number, as by any part of the Hindoo popu- 
lation. When to this we add the respect manifested to the Scrip- 
tures as a divine revelation—a respect increased by their inviting 
examination, while the Hindoo Shasters and the Koran have never 
yet been given to the people in their common languages,—the re- 
ception given to the Scriptures in India will appear to form a strik- 
ing contrast with the frown which awaits them when attempting 
to enter the different Romish countries in. Europe. 

An attentive consideration of the subject, therefore, must con- 
vince us, that the field now opened for the. dissemination of the 
Divine word in British India is far more extensive and far more easy 
of access than that presented by the Romish, countries on the con- 
tinent of Europe.. The number of copies which are now needed 
there it-is difficult to realize. If we speak of Bengal alone, so 
friendly to the reception of the Scriptures, and suppose that of its 
twenty millions of inhabitants only one in twenty is capable of 
reading, a million of copies would be requisite to supply these alone. 
But when we add to this the whole of Hindoosthan, we sce a field 
open before us capable of employing all the energies of the Chris- 
tian-world. Yet this.is only a part of the vast field in Eastern 
Asia gradually opening to our view. Every step taken in the course 
of Divine Providence only serves to widen the prospect. . Thus the 
course of events, now terminated by a peace with the Burmans, 
has rendered accessible to the Scriptures the Arracan country, the 
kingdoms of Munipore and Kachar to the east of Bengal, and that 
of Assam to the north-east, in the language of all which countries 
the New Testament is in a course of preparation ; and it is more 
than probable, that. before these can be filled with the ‘Scriptures, 
other parts of Eastera Asia will be. rendered equally accessible. 
Nothing remains, therefore, but that, in humble dependence on 
divine aid, we bend our minds to those countries in-Eastern Asia 
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which:are ‘already fully:open tothe Sctiptures, and.which, shaving 
never -yet: been. favoured’ with the .word sof - life; : ‘now..demand: this 
inestimable gift in.the most.earnest and. pressing manner. : 

re : Subjoined i is:a, brief view--of : what: has, been- thus done ftoveards 
giving the-sacred Scriptures:in:the languages and dialects of oe 
from ‘the commencement of the work by Dr. Carey in; 179 40 "5 


._ Versions of the whole of t the’ ‘Scriptures. 


i thé jive following languages the New and the Old. Tea 
— been translated, ‘printed, and sent into circulation. :— 


WD Les 


The: Sungskrit, The Mahratta, and -: als 
The-Bengalee, .. - _ The Orissa. 2 eeianats 

; . Lhe Hindee,. 
In the Chinese- language, also,.the aioe of the Seige hae 
been Printed-and circulated.as:far as ‘opportunity offered... «3:2 S52 


vIn the four-following, part. of:the:Old: Testament is. still .in’sthe 
press: <but‘nearly-finished, while the -rest of the Serpe. pee 
been Jong‘in circulation to a-certain extent.. Lash 

rah The. Sikh;:. veo The. Kashmeart fork 

The: Pashteo: o or: + Affzhan, ..The,Assamee: .« ">: 

¢ In.the:Telingadanguage: the Pentateuch was. added to; thie New 
Tatas after..which -the:version : was. Riis to: the; ee 
Bible poset, in 


th 


eat Wee 


eras Sr a > oR 
Versions ‘of the New Testament alone. a a te 


siieInshe following thirteen: languages,: Or dialects, he New: Teste, 
ahenthas:-been: translated, printed,:and‘circulated::—.:: 
eciay ore xc Lhe Gujuratee, ». lbsaeni! The Harotee, ”: : 


~The. Kunkuna,:. _ vis The Kanoja,".. .. Ss yun 
; The: Multanee, : : #3 The:Mugudh, «° 3sctse3 
The Bikaneerjs:;:2. 1.3.1; The Oojuyinee, C2 nd NS, 
The Bhugulkund, - -The:Jumboo; :' 29t 
~The. Marwar,: 2.5. 001: “The. Bhutneer.:432: roinszy, 
«The Nepalee, .- ie Fake Me OoMby grad? oF eI Od, 


In. the following: six,. the > New. Testament dis now: incthei press, 
‘and ‘in:the. first:three of en the: edition:i -is. xeetly: TERE or 
- greatly advanced:—: 2 0... Daly eaeshs a 


: The Munipore, ahs “The. Kenan: ; 
The Kassee, The Srennesan or is 
von ~The Bruij,;.. . .. ‘The Palpas. 21x; 


eet, Editions tf the ‘Old and Bed Testiimen 


“ 
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Hindee, andthe: Mahratta ‘languages; a:second:aditionsofsthe:. Old | 

| Nestamentshasbeemrequiredpas svellias of: the: Neiw=20F hese ‘have 

been put to°press, and:are; inndifferent:degrees:of forwardhbssisennt 

LO fthe:Neéw “F éstamentan! theOrissa language, sac hoatvedifion l 

hais»béen found necessavy,::and:a new:itype: has’ beem:castifor tia 

purpose? (;‘Fhe:two former editions: had “been fully: \exbansted jual= 

though the last’ contained four thousand copies... 

It-has been already said, that of the New Testament in the Ben- 

‘gulee::five ‘editions: have -been exhausted, the ‘lasti.iof;'which :on- 

tained either--four. or five. thousand : copies. .':A.‘stilkdarger sedi- sibel 

tion of two‘of.the: Gospels has been since published? to sipply the | 
demand. until the:sixth edition can be brought:throtigh'the press. 

-.* The distribution of the Scriptures has been steadilyicarried for- 

ward inthis Bengaleé, the: Hindee; the: Sungskrit;athé Mahratta, 

and the Orissa langtages;-as is:evident fromushe demandifor mew 

editions of them::7. Che: Sikh ‘version hasalen:heeticexbdustéd zand 

ainéwedition:is ning desired sThe; disteibmtion!af:thes Chinese 

_ Scriptures has been extendéedsto Penang anddavayjand othercblands 

of the Indianiarchipelago! ‘chiefly through theadedinmtof friends 

favourable to réligiom/whd re indhetvabit ofovisiathg these islands. 

Beyorid the Chinesesin thesé:isaiids,{itois match tgpréséhbikasy ‘to 

goisebuterhuch, Sveryianachyremdinsit@be donérbefore theseucdte in 


any degree be supplied. : : etoin0d oldi& 
The opportunities for distributing the versiqns of the New Tes- i 
SOs Weotesze b. ues DSS RNAS EON - o 
tament in the Ia guages and dialects of the. various provinces, are 
-partly found:among'the natives vofi:these sprévinces obit ouiisit: the 
metropolis from: time toitime;:or, wwho‘occdsionsitywestdeithate.cAs 
some of the thousandicopie’ included in thesexfirstversibns are con- 
stantly placed inithe Bible depository theresthe matives of these 
provinces who.niay:wisitsCaleutta have an <opportinity: of obtaining 
them at any.time;“of which there is reasonstarhopesthey will in- 
creasingly avaibithemiselvés.. Other Gpportapitiés,operhaps to a 
greater extentsayéfitnished by the vast comeoursé/draitn from year 
to year to those places held sacred by the Hindpos: sAmong these ‘ 
viaHindoosthenHairdwary:AUahabad, anil, Benaresp‘aresthe:chief, i 
randitolthesematives: résonti zftomi-almost: every: province; insLndia. 
Besides these, there are many smaller assemblies ‘of:this:kindsheld 
from time to.timeywhich’firnish valuable. opportunities for distri- 
puting the Scriptures? 9:7 ee re ees iy | 
. Of the preoiseamithbert 6f copies thus distributed; ;it'is not easy 
to-speak. - The.exhaysting of. the, different editions in Sungskzit, | 
Bengilee, Hindee, ‘Orissa, &c. sufficiently show’ ‘that’in these all | 
haye:been: distribnted:iwhich :were printed; ‘amdbsthat smoresGopies --  —____ | 
| 
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must be provided before a wider circulation of them can take place. 
Of the first editions of the New Testament in the secondary lan- 
guages-of India, there-is perhaps. no-one’ which has been many 
months out of the press in which the distribution is not begun. 

_ It may not be improper briefly to glance at what may further be 
done towards extending the circulation of the Scriptures in this 
part of India. Among the languages, or dialects, in which the New 
Testament is not yet given, the Bootan, or Tibet, is ‘perhaps. the 
principal. This language the missionary Schreeter, an excellent 
man, employed by the Church Missionary Society, began to study 
some years ago, with a view to the translation of the Scriptures ; 
and he would doubtless‘have completed the work had his valuable 
life been spared, but a fever removed him in the midst of his 
coutse. “Among:other works which he obtained in this language 
was a manuscript dictionary, Tibet and Italian, the work of some 


Romish missionary. This the ‘government, into whose hands his . 


papers ‘came ‘after~his' decease, employed ‘the Serampore ‘brethren 
to translate into English, and print’ with a fount of Tibet types, 
which:they cast for “tat purpose: “The work was completed the 
beginning-of the last: year; in-a quarto volume of nearly 500 pages, 
and will-serve--to: assist’ ‘the: EO Biblical labourer in acquiring 
thabianguape, {toe SiN 

»Imaddition'to the Tibet language, there’ is one oF two of enialler 
extent to the south-west; which come more properly u under the Ma- 
dras Bible Society.” A closer examination of the provinces in cen- 
tral India, and those to the west and’ the north; may also bring i into 
view certain other dialects in which the New Testament is not yet 
given,;-but the chief field of operation’ will be found” among those 
languages already enumerated: On multiplying copies in ‘these, 
and a wise and extended distribution of them, must’ rest, in a great 
measure, the hope of enlightening India with’ the word of God: re 

~ The work of multiplying copies of the Scriptures in: ‘those - Jan- 
guages most extensively known and most fully read, is ‘of th 
importance.:'~Aniong these ‘must’ be nunibered. the Bengale 
Hindee;.the Orissa, and the other languages” in which’ sec 
succeeding editions have been already required. Could th 
ers employed i in circulating the: Scriptures be increased, ‘it- d 
soon:appear that new aud extended"editions would be’ required 
both in those-and others of the: languages in whick the New Tes- 
tament is-already prepared ; and sticceeding editions could’ be given’ 
with new: advantage in point of correctness, and, ‘to a certain’ ex- 
tent, in: es of economy. 


{ 
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| TRACTS AND: ‘ELEMENTARY BOOKS. 


xt Seramrore. Extract from the Last Report of the Lonidin 
Réligious Tract Society.—« The Committee have requested Dr. 
Carey; Dr. Marshman, Mr. J. C. Marshman, ‘and the Professors of 
Serampore College, to. form themselves into a Corresponding Com- 
mittee; to co-operate with your Society, in printing and distribut- 
ing, to the greatest advantage, Religious Tracts among the Hea- 
then? in India, of various- nations, as far as their mas and in- 
fluence can extend.” y 


1 

\% tinct notice ‘oF all that we e may have, been abla: 0 Geet in ‘this 
department. “We commence the year with scarcely a: tract; .in:the 
: native languages, on, hand ;, as. for a, long, time;, through)peculiar 


fea 2 


clang we, 


ad no, paper, to use: ,, But,weshave now: several 
the. press, In. the Bengalee, the Hindee, and..the! Birman 
languages; “and ‘others,. (perfectly. ney) are. either’ ready ‘for the 
préss, or. in. Preparation for it. : 

oar G (In, connection with this subject, we may mention/a very: laste 
i tance of, the, importance , of the distribution of tracts, which 
een. brought” to our; notice during the present month. - We 
Bare, just: pe the. pleasure. of a. visit from our anh, "Mr. 


peter 


ee 
had n no, di nee in communicating ‘With. him freely ; and.we.de- ; 
rived no small gratification from the.scriptural knowledge, the hu 

nility,, ‘and, general spin ity of mind which he displayed. :The : 
history. ‘oF. “this. man’s conversion is: very. remarkable.; ,:Jn-March; 
1824, “there was a ‘great heathen festival, in honour of the. descent 


of Gunga, called the Muha-muha-barunee, during which, immense 
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benefit was supposed to be gained by bathing in the Ganges. 
Great multitudes therefore flocked “in from ‘all quarters, aad 
amongst the rest a vast number of the, ‘inhabitants of Orissa; to 
sevérat more ‘than usually’ sacred ‘spots, not “far from Serampore. 
Aware that such would be ‘the case, tivo parties of brethren, both 
Europeans and’ Natives, went from: Serampore i in boats, with ‘suit-’ 
able supplies of tracts, which were greedily received by the people.” 
Oneman it seems carried away two into Orissa, and the above’ 
mentioned ‘bramhun seeing them.in his house, requested one ‘of 
them;which was. given him. He was much affected by its con= 
tents: and made diligent search amongst all his friends and ac- 
quaintances for more of such good books. For two years, he con- 
tinted gathering ‘stores of this kind, and closely studying all his 
dequisitions ; 3 so “that When lie at Iast found his way: to’ our Mis- 
sionary Friends, he: “had. quite a volume of Tracts, Gospels, and 
entit ragments ; ¢ a considerable portion of which, 
he’ ‘could’ repeat “freely from’ memory, ‘and i in “the right understand= 
nig’of which he had made pleasing progress. “He has sincé eagerly 
availed’ himself of all the means of i improvement within his reach : 
and from him his former gooroo' or _ Spiritual guide, with a number 
of his’ disciples, has reétived ‘the Scriptures: and Tracts, and having 
thrown’ sé side ‘all heathenish' “observances, he ana “they seem to te 
Séelting” ‘the’ ‘trath ‘with ‘an honest mind. “We believe’ that ‘the 
brathhun’ will very ‘soon’ be’ baptized, arid our friends rejoice in 
thé hope ‘that he is a ‘Suitable pais for it. Periodical Accounts 
Sor Jan. } 1828. ‘ae 
4 ‘Deum’ and other ease! Fr rom ‘Mr: 42 Pho ona Jouriey 
by’ iy nity Of Muttra aid:Allahabad 10° Patria.—* A large a af 
scriptures ‘and tracts in the Janguages" of” Hindoosthati havi 
dispatched from’ peat the: close of last year, ae 


aon 
séspel to a’gréat extent ;“and-many of ‘hi hé‘nac 
tives’ ‘afforded stich pleasing evidence’of the’ Fegard’ Which Is sar 
the gospel; that we are happy to’ have the opportunity, of Ts aya his 
5 account of them before our readers :—‘'The'next day” “ae Shi jehan- 
Poor; “the’ custom ‘house Darokah, on ‘my talking’to” Hin? ‘abut the 
books’ we “distributed,” said, he had’ heard “from. “brahiieais “from 
Gur'h; that Gooks'incaleating” the Enowledge of one God’ aiidtend2 
ing to set aside idolatry were given freely. ‘by a sahib there’ in-Hii- 
dée, but did not’ know that he might obtain them’ in Persian: he 
was Therefore now glad of the opportunity: - “At>Goorwaree; ‘the 
7 
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day following, I went with a knot of the villagers to an eminence 
where, on a Gosate coming to me for books, i read to them,.con- 


cluding with prayer: The villagers pleasantly said to the Gosaee, . 


« Now take-care babajee, that you don’t keep the books to, yourself; 
read to.us also at the choupar (sitting place.’) The Gosaee took 
the admonition i in good part. The next day at Ootasanee ghat, 
conyersed with a few unlettered rajpoots and others, and for. a 
brahmun i in the village gave some tracts. The men first insinuat- 
ed, and then mentioned openly their suspicion of my being a dis- 
guised brahmun, and unfortunately every effort I made to remove 
the suspicion seemed but the more to confirm it. These people had 
an idea that Europeans neither know their language,-nor troubled 
themselves about matters of religion. At Muttra, I had the plea- 
sure: of seeing brother and sister Richards, and the native brother 
Seet-aram and his wife. Seet-aram isa brahmun of the ancient 
kingdom of Orcha, and is, perhaps the first Boondela Christian, 
He is distinguished .for his simplicity, and_is, unassuming in his 
manners. At Butteshwur, I was pleased : to. meet with some who 
possessed our tracts and brought one to:me, distributed eight, years 
ago, which the lad who owned it, said, ‘he, had got. from. his. uncle, 
who having come into my boat. in 13819 had, ‘brought him. in his 
arms. I left a few tracts and gospels here. “At Nowgowa wo. or 
three Hindoos gratified me by repeating what they, remembered, of 
brother. Chamberlain's Gospel. Messenger : the, same tract, “shown 
me at Buiteshwur, and. distributed by,me in my first journey up 
To show their love of the tracts, a knot of persons who could: read 
followed me to the boat, and thankfully took what I gave them. 
One man repeated part of Watt's Catechism in Hindee. . This visit 
to N Owgowa wus on the 1st of January 1827. One of the persons 
mentioned a rich Mahratta near Gwalior who having heard. of the 
distribytion of our books some years ago, was desirous of meeting 
with. “Some. himself, “and said that having lent him what himself 
poss as d ‘the Mahratta had not returned them yet. At, Kutchowra 
some. ‘Hindee. ‘and. Persian ‘tracts, were readily taken, and after we 
had put off. aman followed. us a good way and obliged us to put 
to, for ‘books. A ‘pundit whom Lhad visited i in 1821 came.to me, 
on, Bearing of my arrival, and very gladly took, books, ‘observing to 
his friends, that as the English } had opened a high road through the 
country, so do their books point out a high road in science and i in 
divine. knowledge, and. insinuated that this road was. sure. and 
straight. = : 
G At Paal a. few. persons t took books, some following the boat: my a 
good distanee,. or rather coming after. it long after we had_put off ; 
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and twice we put to for them. At Calpee the dawk baboo wrote to 
me, and two others came to me for books.. At Sumgura I got a knot 
of hearers at the chowkey, and read_to- them. by. lamp-light, con- 
cluding with prayer. They mentioned that a brahmun in the village 
had. got a tract, about five years ago, and: one man, who had.heard 
it often, repeated parts of it (the True Refuge ;) and on my sending 
for him he came, and just as the fire in the hearth blazed he recog~ 
nised me as having given him the tract. He too repeated several 
couplets relative to the eternal punishment of sinners, the ineffi- 
cacy of the Ganges and Jumna waters to wash away sin, and the 
eternity, power, &c. of the true God. Of course I was delighted 
with these proofs that our books are read and their truths discern. 
| ed, but my joy moderated at the brahmun’s coldness when I offer- 
| ed him more books. It seems that on some neighbouring brahmuns 
discovering his partiality for our books, they gave him plainly to un- 
derstand that their doctrines would soon lead him to disregard the 
devtas of the country :‘and this operated to produce an indifference 
to, if-not a dread of, our books, . I discussed this point with the 
brahmun, and I think satisfied him that the warning of the brah- 
muns did not arise from any regard to the worship of God, but be- 
cause their craft was in, danger, andthe minds of men becoming 
| , unshackled from. the superstitions, they. would make no more..of- 
: ferings to the brahmuns in the name and under the fear, of _imagi= 
" nary beings. In the end, I had. the pleasure to hand.a.few tracts 
and two gospels to this interesting man, who, Ihave no doubt, 

will read them to himself and to others: 8 eng: 
‘On the 22d, at sunset, I reached Allahabad, and staid:.there 
the-thre¢ following days. Here I found -brother Smith, come up 
for-the mela, and all the souls at the station well. I was quite 
cheered with the appearance of things here. A chapel and mis- 
sionary house adjoining, a native school of 24 lads in full operation, 
inquirers, both under instruction and earning their bread: at: the 
same time, a grown female and native girls taught by sister Mack- 
intosh;.a brahmun ready to be received into the.church, and a hea- 
then young woman rescued from idolatry and sin, under instruc- 
tion and taught to knit and sew: and to crown. all, brother M. 
amidst opposition and other disheartening circumstances, perse- 
vering in the work: assigned him with a sweet spirit of humility 

and ardour. . eee ee 

. <¢ At Sirsa, on the Ganges, I-had a knot of: hearers.on the cha- 
bootra of the great temple: some of whom disliking, the scripture 
view of ‘idolatry went away:; but those:that: remained wishing .to 
"hear ‘more on that subject and on salvation, provided. a Jight.and 
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Seat in the house of two pundits of Rameswur, whither at their ine 
vitation I repaired, ‘and read three tracts ; and perceiving their se- 
riousness I added prayer. The pundits at first thought they should 
not be able to read print, but on taking a tract to the light, the 
younger of them discovered to his joy that every thing was plain : 
so-he and some others took tracts and gospels. I was told there 
was a-brahmwn here who had one of our books, which he brought 
from Priaug. I have invariably observed, in all villages where any 
one possesses a book of ours, the circumstance becomes well known, 
which could not have been the case if he had secreted or destroyed 
it, but proves, on the contrary, his having used it more or less’ in 
public. The little light his occasional reading yields does glimmer 
amid the gloom ; for the contrariety of the doctrine is not undis- 
cernible: 

‘¢-At Bhugrasun, five kros below Buxar, I had some of Bhrigoo’s 
worshippers for hearers among a cluster of trees, under one of which 
is the reputed asum, or seat, of that fabled arrogant brahmwn, who, 
you know, “is believed by the Hindoos to have kicked their Bhu- 
guvan in the person of Krishna. The proper name of the place is 
Bhrigoo-asun. Here under a tree the earth is conveniently raised 
for the reception of offerings, and a spot shown where the usurper 
of the’ Almighty’s place is said to have sat. A wealthy Hindoo but 
four years since‘built ‘him a ‘costly temple, mostly of stone, ‘but, 
as their devtas have always been represented as quurrelling among 
themselves, Gunga-jee, say the villagers, ‘got angry, and has laid 
his temple,’ and in part, his fame, prostrate in the water. I saw 
some of the stones, which had been rescued from the angry waves: 
one or two persons refused to sit on them, as still possessing, like 
Dagon’s mutilations, a’degree of sanctity ; but others of the vil- 
lagers, sat on them. The stream‘ just now is about 40 feet below 
the site of the temple. 

«<“At Sherpoor, to a byragee settled'there, and to two brahmus, 
and ‘a'Koorimee, I gave gospels and tracts. The latter acquired 
his knowledge of letters at some of the early Digah schools, and was 
viewéd'by the former with jealousy, who scarcely wished him to 
touch the ‘books. Finding at night a brahmun of Kashee put to 
near ‘us, and that ‘he was going to Bhagulpore in quest of Jattrees 
for Gya and Benares, I could not but reason with him on his de- 
liberately pursuing a practice so fruitless, not to say baneful, to 
the poor pilgrims, at the same time that it yielded certain gain but 
unlawful to himself 'and.employers. The wretched but infatuated. 
man attempted to justify himself, on the ground of pilgrimages 
yielding a revenue to government ; and he added, that when_Jat- 
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in.a @istutbed: staterof mind; .-but well disposed:towardsiour beoks, 
and:afew:of. which:he-had readily accepted, as mearas tncim;re- 
collect.:::i:J had! never Seen -nor heard of :him:since, but sim: passing 


_ oppositexto sBulleéah this time,’ Usmade inquiry: of Some ézsimreen+ 


daxsiof the:village where he:usedité stroll about, sand amimfirmed 


that tf: having, by reading some books:of the Sahib's religion ;iwhich 


a gentleman left: with him,.come to his -senses,: he: lefb'the place 
about eight years ago ;”-the people add, that by reading the. books 
hej,used,; frequently to weep. These:-very ,zumeendars’fed:-and 


. elathed-thepoor man, and-had-built him: e‘hut.:'i The:Bengalee's 


name was Ununt Ran; but-he. had ‘assumed:-the; humble sone: of 


_Juritoo;;ian animal; . J have-nio doubt;of:the-accuracy:of ‘the -state- 


ment; ;;and therefore derive encouragement’ from 3t' m:the distribu- 
tion of istracts,and books;--seeing: that a blessing..does':even: imme- 
diately attend them. ;:,.Lhe first time«my:heantyiwas ‘touched. with 
the,Savioux's!love, was by redding.a:tract :,,andchow:did:my: heart 


‘flawith unknown sensations -andy-my.-eyes doverflow;, without the 


presence.ofiasdiving instructor bri Dhis:sractiweisithe: Lafé ofiEntick, 
avhose sufferings for. Ghristigreaflysaffeatedimesdl Ghelsame zuméen- 
adliyjtook,: books vandoitnacts:!—=Hv tend of yliittia: farsMayi, 


iigiy yen at vysh hit bo to Loransst YU 


“lope phi agdtcpdy ell? hail oa hina 


 WaPannisLid afthe.capitabob a EL oy Gee i 

of Delbia,\y Brome Thompson=s T Nanak eseataeralls 
ed on me in December Jast, bringimg: with thim:yaiPudnjabee:gospel 
af Matthew carefully:bound inthe native.way3 camesto:me again 8 
feiy-weeks ago, when E presented hinvavith:thePsalmsiand. Histo= 
tical, books in Punjaliee. From having read.the:above gospel about 
sevensiyears, He-conceived«he ktiew. enough::to -be-received:as: 2 
Christian; and: accordingly: inade ra.request':to; that-effect: Iwas 
naturally: gratified; cand: wishéd shim: to.read: and: examine sore. 
Hawsers:on his-impatiently:desiring: baptism, and-entertaining an 


x «Moats Satie As ernie 


omismitertty gesiv Xl vs = 
: suas) Bees bai Qing bt UG ae 3h ty 
* That is a religious mendicant belonging to the Shikhs or Seiks, among 


wh “Keres ‘are-several sects: The founder of this peoplé, Nanuk, a Hindoo, 
Wise hate abut che year 1469' iii the Punjab: * The'Seiks aré divided ‘into two. 
sto Nanok, the other to’ Govindusinghu.. AD the! 
falled;Khaolasas,i however divided in: other respects; 


aced_ in their temples and. worshipped—a, sel. 


‘sha ith “first bowing to the book !. Whether there is _ 
re Gua heathen ‘bowing, iY the aime of Jésus, 
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expectation of being immediately employed as a reader of the 
Scriptures among those who use the Punjabee character, I was led 
to see that support was what he mainly desired. I was distressed 
at this discovery, but still encouraged the man’s visits, and even 
indulged the hope that he might be usefully employed on his satis- 
factory reception as a Christian. The man continues his visits.and 
attendance on worship, and still evinces a desire to read Christian 
books; but I am doubtful as to his views. Accompanying him, 
some other followers of Nanuk called upon me, both taking books 
and showing what they already possessed of ours. Among these 
was an entire Punjabee Testament, apparently in use a long time 
_-the owner says, some years ; but he got it at. second-hand. ...In 
connection with these, I shall give you the history of some other 
books. A Mr. L—— having obtained from missionary friends at 
different times books and'tracts for distribution, disposed. of part, 
and sent a portion to auction. -A European friend. purchased a lot 
of gospels, tracts, and other books, (about-six) and presented them 
to me for distribution: another lot, consisting of six hymn books 
(Hindee) was purchased by a native for seven annas. In the.lot 
sent me, is a hymn book of the edition of 1816, with. the name in 
Hindee of ‘Gunesh pundit:’ the outside much soiled by using. 
Another lot, sent mie in like manner, consisted of a Punjabee Tes- 
tament purchased for two-annas, a good deal used, and: the title 
page pasted on. But a Hindee hymn book I have, .has the most 
interesting history, although there is a painful circumstance. con- 
necked with it. It was given by me to-a brahmun.of Rewary,* 
. who kept and ‘used it many years and wrote compositions:. of. his 
own in the blank leaves, and among them: some-hymus. In these 
years, he occasionally called: and: showed me the -book and.tracts. he 
got from me, tied’ up among ‘his other books : but last year -he'call- 
ed and left the book with me; retaining only a tract or two;vand 
assigned the following: reason: Some European officerspassing 
through Goorgaon ‘or Rewary, the brahmun‘had the -curiosity_:to 
go up to two of them as’they:sat near a-jheel or piece..ofi water, 
and showing the hymn book to one of the officers,.said,:..¢Sees:sa- 
héb, this is the book of Jesus, and I read it: can you read it?’ 
_ [he officer instantly kicked the book out-of his hand, pave him 

abusive language, and bade him. begone... Qn which, the heathen, 

having his passion as little under control, snatched up the unfor- 

tunate book and flung it into the water, saying, ¢Go,.as he of 
_ whose faith thou art, does not esteem thee, why should I?” The 

other officer thinking both had gone too far, picked up, the yet 

+ A commercial town and entrepot, 50 miles S.W’. of Delhi. ° 
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floating book (unbound) and giving it to the brahmun desired him 
to go home and read it. Instead of commendation, regard, or 
counsel, to experience ill treatment for his attachment to our books, 
grieved the poor man not a little: and on his next’visit to Delhi, 
he returned me the book, and assigned the above conduct as the 
reason. The pasteboard covers and ink writing on the blank leaves 
show the book to have been in the water. The man notwithstand- 
ing’ kept one tract, containing, I think, the purport of the gospel ; 
but could not be prevailed on to take more. 

« A respectable Sikh, in the service of the young Pattiallah Rajah, 
having taken some books and tracts in the Punjabee, called previ- 
ously to his return home, to take leave, when I offered him a Tes- 
tament in Persian, not then having one in Punjabee to give him : 
but notwithstanding his profession of esteem for our books, which 
I had no reason to believe insincere, he refused to take more than 
he had. I wished to know the reason ; when he said that he had 
found all knowledge concentrated in the little tract of two leaves, 
‘The Purport of the Gospel :’ and.‘ with those glad tidings,’ added 
he, <I am satisfied.’ Three other Sikhs from Pattialla, (about 117 
miles W.N.W. of Delhi, or above 1070 miles from Serampore) in 
the reigning rajah’s: service, also thankfully took books. Three 
Jutees called, and asked for the books of ‘ our wisdom.’ As they 
could-readily read Sungskrit, I gave them both Hindee. and Sung- 
skrit books and tracts; but as they had not all an. equal share, 
one of them came next day and obtained a separate portion for 
himself. Two brahmuns also called on the same errand, one of 
whom had been directed to me by a carpenter who reads our books, 
and the other bas had our tracts in his hands these five years. 
Two of the Mudrissa students in the Sungskrit department also 
called for books, but they, like many others, came expressly for the 
geography in Hindee. I satisfied them, and added some tracts. 
One of the young men had seen the geography with his gooroo, a 
gosaee* of the Churundasees,t and had witnessed the ardour with 
which the old man used to read and speak of it, and of the useful- 
ness of our knowledge in general.—Period. Accounts for Sept. 1827. 


4. From the same.— Although I have no additions, no conver- 
sions to announce, yet if people's coming for books and conversa- 


* “The Gosaees arc the religious leaders of a large portion of the worship- 
pers of Krishnu. Gosace is also a term of respect equivalent to Sir."—Wanrpd- 

+ Churundasee—literally ‘a slave at the foot'—a devoted worshipper of 
their Hindoo idol. 
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tion be ground of encouragement, I have had this in no trifling de- 
gree during tlie past month. The ‘respectable: ‘Sikly ‘mentioned 3 in 
my last, as having sent a message to me, called on the Ist, with 
five others, to know the’ purport of our books. I conversed and 
prayed. with them,.and two, who:could: read, took: books-and.tracts. 
These. persons, spread such: a,report-in., their: camp; Fespecting,qur 
“books and. their truths, that to the 19th of the-month, people: daily 
called, ither. to hear. or. take our: Scriptures, in-Punjabee, Hindee, 
‘Sungskrit, or Persian, and the. principal. Sikh -visited me to:the 
last. I have sometimes had as many as eighteen persons atzoife 
visit: and all. that were .able, to read, took books ; others ,rémem- 
ered their absent friends and solicited for.them. .These:persons 
‘belonged. to.a; party. of the Pattialla Rajah’s people, -who. hadi-come 
in, with, treasure, from, that, Taj; age All were -not;Sikhs;; pesfole 


i siege neared. seston 


erertsty) 


ng a ie refuge i in “his, name. ~ “The; coming. sae ‘people: for, books; 
their couesits nana efesins9 se esteem. -for. the: ward af 


will Hee to. yan, or to, ‘spatch.. them. out of is hie S rary eal have 
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evi bstract of the Report ‘for'1827.—* The number of students on 
‘the:strength of the College funds at the close of 1827 is ‘58. Of 
‘these;- seven students are in European habits ; twenty-three native 
vstudents‘are in the Sungskrita class; seven in the _ preparatory 
‘school at Serampore, and twenty-one ‘in the grammar school at 
‘Sewry in Beerbhoom. 

s©-The class of students in European habits consists of tse who 
are receiving instruction with the view of being employed in’ the 
‘Missionary undertaking: It has this year been diminished by the 
‘departure of three, and strengthened by the addition of three stu- 
dents. In’ the early part of the year the Committee were constrain= 
ed to dismiss one student for conduct which could not be palliated, 
without serious injury'to the discipline of the Institution: In Fe- 
bruary, Mr. E. Piebah, left:'the College ‘to’ act‘as an‘ assistant Mis- 
sionary with the: Rev. Mr: Burton at‘Patna:” ‘His lintited acquain~ 
‘tance with English prevented’ his’ prosecutiig’ “his studies to much 
advantage ; but he was well’furnished for his-work, by the ferven- 
cyof his-piety,his intimaté ticuaititinge ‘with’ the ‘Scriptures, and 
his knowledge-of *the’ Hitidoosthanée; in’ which ‘he'has few ‘rivals. 
In August, Mr: Domingo left the ‘College’ ‘to ‘assist “Mr. ‘Leonard; 
at Daces, in: superintending the ‘Native’  Sahials! * He had ‘similar 
difficulties ‘to contend with,’ without ‘possessing thesame natural 
talents with Mr. Piebah. He is however applying with great dili- 
gence to his work. 

« In July, Cornelius Panditta Soondara, and Frederick De Levera, 
two Singalese youths joined the College on the recommendation of 
the Rev. J. Chater, of Columbo. The former is a young man, of 
18 years of age, a member of Mr. Chater’s church, who it is hoped 
may be qualified to become a preacher of the Gospel to his fellow- 
countrymen. The other is younger, more advanced in learning, 
and from his childhood greatly devoted to the acquisition of know- 
ledge, more especially religious knowledge. In May, Silvester 
Bareiro, recommended by Mr. Johannes of Chittagong, joined the 
College. . He was educated in the school established at that station, 
and had obtained a situation in the newly conquered province of 
Arrakan, but being desirous of engaging in the work of the Mis- 
sion, he has relinquished prospects of some consideration to one in 
his walk of life, and entered the College with the hope of being 
eventually engaged in the ministry. 
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« This class,. under the superintendance of Mr..Swan, has gone on 
to make considerable improvement during the past year- The se- 
nior student has continued his studies in Latin, both in grammar 
and in translations ; and has also gone twice through the Greek 


Grammar as:far 4s the contracted verbs, and’ is: how reading. the - 


Greek. Testament. ‘The second class; consisting of three very dili- 
gent youths, -have pursued their Latin studies: with: an ardour ex- 
ceedingly: gratifying. The third class, consisting only-of two youths, 
one.of whom is a Singalese, have gone twice through. the, Latia 
Grammar, are DOW committing the rules of syntax to memory; and 
have commenced in translating. - Besides. these, there. is. another 
Singalese, a pious amiable young man, who is diligent in his studies. 

«During the last year, most of these youths have attended. to a 
course, of- Divinity Lectures. on: the. ‘ Evidences,: External. and. In- 
ternal, for the-Truth of Revelation,,and on the Existence of God 
and his. Attributes.’ : With very commendable diligence, and some 


of them evincing..considerable’ power .of mind, they -have “written ~ 


essays on the different subjects presented before them.. In, adopt- 
ing this mode, it.was intended, not merely that they. should im- 


provg in the power of thought, and in felicity and correctness of . 


expression; but that the subjects ‘might obtain: a permanent resi- 
dence in their minds, and, that ‘thus: they: might obtain important 
penefit in a religious point of view. The Outline-of the Lectures 
is printed,-and will be put mto their hands immediately. 

< Under Mr. Mack, the progress of this class is thus reported:— 
Joshua Rowe, John Smith, and Samuel “Mackintosh, have during 


the. year, in, mathematics gone through Plane Trigonometry, the . 


Mensuration of Solids, and the Principles of Spherical Trigonome- 
try. At present they are studying the 1ith.and the 12th book: of 
Euelid. In Algebra they have’ gone through: the simple rules; 
fractions, involution, evolution, and have nearly finished surds. 
7. W. Thompson has finished the first five books of Euclid, and 
has nearly gone through the higher rules of arithmetic. He has 
likewise gone through a course of History and of Geography, with 


exercises upon the Globes, &c. Silvester Bareiro hes nearly finish- - 


ed the first three books in: Euclid ; is advancing in. Arithmetic; 
has gone through a course of Geography ; is now in one of History; 
and attends with Thompson, Cornelius and F rederick, to - the 
Globes. Cornelius and Frederick are prosecuting Arithmetic, His- 


_ tory, Geography, and the Globes, in all which Frederick takes 


the.legd.” . Pi hae & 
As for the Geography or Astronomy of ‘the ‘Hindoos,—- The Earth,” Say 
they, “is circwar and fat, like the flower of the water lily in ‘whiich the’ pe- 
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The advance of the native students in Sungskrita has not perhaps 
equalled that of the last year, although several of the students have 
made a more decided and'distinguished progress than in any year 
since-the establishment of the’College. Panchoo, the grandson of 
the first convert, Krishna, a youth of about 13 years of age, has’ 
completed his ‘grammar studies with very distinguished honour ; 
Nundo, another student of longer standing, and greater age, has 
also completed these elementary studies, and has been allowed the 
present vacation to bring up the time he had lost by indisposition. 
These two, together with three other students, will, on the opening 
of thé next. year; be formed into a distinct class; and prosecute the’ 
study-of English, and the higher branches of learning. Mirza, 
one of the'students of the third class, has prosecuted: his studies 
with: such. zeéal'as to be entitled, at the early age of ten, to a post 
in‘the second class: The students of inferior standing have all 
evinced very considerable talents, and prosecuted their studies’ 
With such industry as to hold out very flattering prospects respect- 
ing-their future attainments. . 

The first class of native students have this year gone through a 
course-of teading with Mr. Mack,-which has comprised a course of* 
general knowledge in Mr. Yates’s treatise, to which Mr. Mack 
added'such observations as he thuught interesting: and important. 
tals project beyond each-other-, Some affirm that it floats in. the air,: by its: 
own power, without any-supporter : others, that it is eternal, and. that it isin, 
vain to seck for the birth of creation. ~Lunka,” they say, ‘“‘ S. W. of Ceylon, 
is the centre of the earth, to the south of which is the sea separating the ter- 
ritories of the Gods and Giants, and in a continued southern direction there 
is, first, the salt Sea; and’ then, an island interposing—there is, in regular 
succession, the sea of milk, the sea of curds, &c. ‘Tho Hindoo astronomical - 
works‘embrace their system of mathematics, in which branch of science some - 
of their.sages were conspicuously eminent ; and the Hindoo algebra, 600 
years.ago, is affirmed to contain some of the most curious modern European, 
discoveries; but though these remain as splendid proofs of the power of intel- 
lect, the most extravagant fancies pervade their whole field of astronomical 
science“—the planets are supposed to move in their respective orbits at the same 
rate, &c!' In Medicine, of course, there are the same absurdities, mixed up 
witbSicantations and charms written on the bark of a tree, which they wear 
in casesiof Gopper, silver, or gold. They never bleed a patient. The Hindoo 
doctor;has no use for phials or bottles of. any kind, almost overy medicine being 
in the state of powder or paste: liquids, when used, ‘are made in the patient’s ; 
house. The consequence of all this is, that many a Hindoo is in the case of 
the woman who “had suffered much of many ‘physicians, and spent all that 
she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse.’ In short, there 
aro.a thousand reasons for instruction in avery useful branch of knowledge ~ 
and science, which have no existence whatever in Europe. 
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After this: course, the class read.through with him, the History, of 


England, translated by the late Mr. F. Carey, and:that -portion:. of, 
the. History of Hindoosthan which:has passed: through the press. 

. During the last term of the year, Mr. Mack.has given chemical 
lectures in English and.Bengalee, three times a.week. With, the 
exception of Cornelius. all the English students have regularly.giyen 
very creditable notes of these lectures. These notes have not been 
required of the native ‘students. as -they possessed: the syllabus of 
lectures in their own language. When notice was first issued that 
the lectures would. be given, Mr:.Mack selected a certuin number 
of students, whom he thought most likely to benefit by them ; but 


atthe first lecture all the students crowded into the room, and they. 


have nearly all.continued to attend with, undiminished: regularity. 


The class-has been.joined’by all the native preachers at the station.- 
The lectures have been conveniently divided, and will be resumed. 


after the holidays. 


* Mr. Swan has given several. Theological Lectures to thestudents 


in Bengalee.: Suran, 2 young man from Cutwa, intended for the mi- 
nistry, has also attended his class; and, with Mr. Mack, has. pro- 


ceeded in a'course of reading in the Epistle to the Ephesians. He. . 
has been required-to compose exercises in connection with his daily 
instructions, that they may be more deeply impressed on his mind.. 


It was mentioned in the last Report-as in contemplation to esta- 
blish Grammar-Schools auxiliary to the College, in-which students 
of tender age might be received, and pass through their elementary 
studies. “We have now the happiness of reporting that Mr. Wil- 
lianison, of Sewry, bas succeeded in establishing one at his station, 
which has been supported from the-College funds. ..In this school, 


he has assembled twenty-one youths of Christian parentage, some. 
of whom have committed nearly the whole of the.grammar. to: me-. 


mory. Others are in a state of greater or less forwardness: accord 
ing to the length of their admission. The school is at present in a 
very incipient state; but it is still hoped that it‘will afford several 
students to the College next year. With the lapse of time, it may 


not be impossible to render this and other grammar;schools;. the — 


means of giving elementary instruction in other branches of: léarn- 
ing besides the Grammar, and.thus.to render. them very- efficient 
auxiliaries in the. plan of Christian instruction,.on-the basis -of 
which the College is founded. 


The Rev. Mr. Swan has published the first part of his course of 
. Theological Lectures in English. ‘The Rey. Mr. Mack has:pub- | 
lished the greater part of his syllabus of: Chemical Lectures .in. the , 
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Bengalee language: ‘Mr. Swan, who has resigned his.professorship, 
will'return to England:* ’ eee 

As thé Report of Serampore College, thus embodied for the first 
tinie in’ our Missiénary Report, may possibly be for the first time 
presented to the eye of many friends: to the cause, it may not. ‘be 
injudicious to delineate an outline of the objects to which its exer- 
tions are directed: ‘ 

. The class of students in European habits (termed in the Memoir, 
Asiatic, ‘and by some Anglo-Asiatic) consist of those: who are ex~ 
pected to devote themselves to: missionary work. The erection of 
this class was enforced; by the necessity of preparing missionaries 
in the country, and thus of avoiding. the almost overwhelming ex- 
pense of missionaries educated in Europe. The course of educa- 
tion'in Theology and Science, ‘has been arranged in the mode most 
likely to prepare them. for their future labours. 

The object of the Native class is to provide for the education of 
the native Christians, that‘as they increase in numbers they may 
not remain stationary in those attainments of religious and secular 
knowledge which are calculated to'adorn and refine the human cha- 
racter. Those among the,students who may pre-eminently exbibit 
the power of religion on their minds, will be selected for the pub- 
lic ministry of the gospel ; while others may obtain an education 
which shall fit them for those situations in life which require the 
exercise of mind; and: thus diffuse a Christian influence through the 
different ranks of. Native society. The course of education laid 
down for them includes the study of the Sungskrita, without a 
knowledge of which they would te lamentably deficient in their 
own tongue, and all those.branches of European science which form 
part of a liberal education in Europe. Heathen students are by no 
means excluded from the benefit of its studies, and it is to be hoped 
that-they will in time avail themselves of the privilege.” 


9. From.Mr. Mack, dated 11th September, 1827.—* The Col- 
lege is advancing. In the beginning of the year, indeed, we had 
to dismiss one student. But Piebah we have sent to Mr. Burton 
at Patna, under the Society, and he gives great satisfaction and is 
very-useful. Domingo we have just sent as an inferior sort of as- 
sistant to Brother Leonard in his Bengalee schools at Dacca, and 
with him a large supply of books for the station. 


© To meet the usual course of things, Mr. Mack says in his letter of 29th 
November, ‘+ In the College, Dr. Carey has volunteered to deliver the Theo-. 
logical Lectures, and I can (for the present) undertake all the rest. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary 
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16 PERIODICAL ACCOUNTS. 


Thus three of our students of this class have been removed, but 
their places have . been supplied “by; ‘otber “three promising lads, 
The first is Baréito, formerly the’head monitor in Brother Johan- 
nes’s school.t, Ghittagong.- “The-other- two are: the. long-expected, 
Cingalese youths from Brother Chater at Columbo: they give us 
great satisfaction. . At the commencement of the next term we have 
engaged to receive a lad named Henry, a member of the church in; 

“Circular Road, who is higlily recommended. We are also under 
engagement to receive another young man, a member of the church 
at, Cuttack in Orissa, having merely stipulated that his own pas- 
. tors first. give him six: months’ careful instruction in’ English.’ 


Nothing surely:can be more gratifying than this gathering in of. 


. hopeful youths from Delhi to Ceylon, and fitting them for useful- 


ness in.the church of Christ. Two of the present students, viz. ~ 


Joshua Rowe (son of the late missionary) and J. Smith, son of. 
_ our Brother Smith -at-Benares, are already engaged in preaching 
-the gospel at: Barrackppre, the former in English and the latter in 

Hindoosthanee.” ; an 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibra 
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